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September 2016 

TOWCESTER FLOWER FESTIVAL FRIDAY 12TH - SUNDAY 14TH               
AUGUST 2016 

 

This years annual Flower Festival was 'Tell me a Story', the challenge was to find 
stories which had a meaning to them, morals, fables, fairy tales and Bible Stories.  
This year there was over 70 entries which covered the entire church with beautiful 
flower decorations and the church smelt amazing for the entire weekend.  
Lots of people took part for themselves as well as for local groups and                   
organisations to take part this year the Choral Society left their display in the 
hands of choir member Catharine Tarbun who did a wonderful job of displaying 
their chosen fairy story Elves and the Shoemaker. See for yourself the great job 
she did on this and thank you again for a wonderful display. 
 
Next years display will be to celebrate 1100 years of modern Towcester , and is  
titled 'Towcester becomes a Town'. If you would like to take part please contact 
the choir directly.  
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Cream Tea Event 

This summer we  held on the 18th June in Jane Causebrook’s 
garden, was well attended and thank you to all those who 
made the event, provided cakes and prizes and helped raise a 
wonderful £248 for choir funds.  Many thanks to Jane and 
her family in letting us use her garden for yet another       
wonderful event.  

 

Jean Burt 
We were saddened to hear earlier this year of the 
death of Jean Burt. 
Jean joined the Altos in 1955 and spent more than 
50 years as a loyal member. 
After leaving TCS she was appointed a Vice     
President and was a frequent  friendly face at many 
concerts and money raising events. 
There was strong support from many TCS      
members at her funeral where we  performed ‘You 
Raise Me Up’ which was greatly appreciated by 
Jean’s family and £328 was raised for TCS funds. 
 
I am also delighted to report that we have also    
received a bequest of £2,000. 

May you rest in peace Jean where no doubt you will have joined the heavenly 

choir.   

Written by Roy King 
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Chairman’s Notes 

 
Catharine tells me it is customary for the chairman to    
contribute a few words to the newsletter. I shall take her 
at her word and keep them brief as I don’t have that much 
to say yet! 
It’s a great honour to be elected as the chair of Towcester 
Choral Society, an organisation which is now 116 years old, 
with a very long and honourable history. It is also a great 
responsibility and I shall do my best to continue Margaret’s 
excellent work, trying to ensure that all members enjoy 
their singing experience, whilst working with Helen and 
Rowena to produce concerts and other events of quality and 
variety. We are very lucky to have a wonderful musical      
director, a very talented accompanist and a conscientious 
and hard working committee, so my task should be both 
easy and enjoyable. 
As a committee, we are very keen to involve members in as 
many activities and ventures as possible. We value        
teamwork highly as a means to achieving a successful     
outcome, and so we hope you will all be eager to become   
involved as much as possible. We also value highly the    
contributions of spouses, partners, family members and 
friends, and want to make them feel welcome as supporters 
of our choir. This is particularly true of the help required 
with fundraising, catering and backstage work. The more of 
us who are included and involved, the greater the feeling of 
satisfaction and ownership. Please have a think about how 
you might be able to give us a hand and, of course, many 
thanks for all the great things you have done already. 

Looking forward to our new season, and to 
working with everyone to achieve our   
usual excellent results. 
 

Chris John  
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MARGARET HAWKINS 
 
On July 5th at the A.G.M., Margaret officially ‘retired’ from the role 
of chairman, a role which she has performed for the past ten years. 
Margaret will be very sadly missed as chair, though of course she will 
continue to be an active choir member. She has been such a steady 
hand on the tiller though the years, guiding the choir safely through 
times of change and significant development, maintaining a calm and 
positive outlook at all times, and dealing with each new challenge with 
serenity. Margaret has always operated on the twin principles of    
respect for the music which we have performed and respect for all 
members of the choir. She has striven to maintain a sense of unity 
and friendship, reminding us that we are there to enjoy ourselves, 
whilst bearing in mind that we should always try to deliver a quality 
product for our loyal audiences, and that this does demand some hard 
work on our part. 
Thank you, Margaret, for the example you have set, and all the       
efforts you have made on our behalf, enhancing our experience and 
learning. 
We were delighted to be able to present Margaret with a musical-
themed cushion, designed and made by choir member, Petra Giffen, 
and a bouquet of flowers along with a card signed by all members. 
Good luck in your new ventures, Margaret, musical and otherwise! 

 
 

Ann Ward 
 
At the A.G.M., we also had the pleasure of presenting Ann Ward with 
a bouquet and a card. Ann has been a wonderful secretary and valued 
member of T.C.S. committee for the past four years, and has now  
retired from the post. She will however continue as a choir member, 
so we won’t be losing her altogether. Ann has been incredibly          
efficient, meticulous in her duties and very good at remembering all 
the things we were supposed to be doing and had forgotten about. 
She will be sorely missed. 
We welcome Amanda Hobrow as her replacement. 
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TOWCESTER CHORAL SOCIETY  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2016-17 

FROM THE EDITOR 

 

Hi to all and welcome to all our new members who have joined us this new term, as well 
as to those who have returned to us this autumn.  I do hope you find the newsletters  
informative and that Choir is everything you hoped it would be.  
 
I hope you find this issue as good as previous and if you have any comments or        
suggestions for forthcoming editions please let me know, next Issue will be February 
2017 
 
This term as always will be just as packed with events and concerts as it has previous 
years and I hope that it is all just as fun, with Christmas looming already we will  very 
likely be asked to perform in many different venues and if you can please make sure you 
take part, it really does add to the spirit of things.  
 
Enjoy the term and hope to see you all soon.  
 
Editor: Catharine Tarbun Tel: 01327 353107 Email: catharinetarbun@gmail.com 

 

Up and coming dates for your diary!!  

Post Post Holder Telephone E-mail 

Chairman Chris John 01327 352332        chris.john@talk21.com  

Secretary Amanda Hobrow 01327 353473 ahobrow@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Maleham  01327 860558       j.maleham@btinternet.com  

Stage Manager David Coppock      01604 859645       davidcoppock48@btinternet.com  

Publicity     
Officer 

Catharine Tarbun 01327 353107     catharinetarbun@gmail.com 

Librarians Elisabeth Field and 
Tina Morris  

01327 
350172/01327 
857339 

Elisabeth.field@ntlworld.com 
tina@lodgepark.net 

Social         
Secretary 

VACANT    

IT Manager Royston King  01327 353691 g8chk@yahoo.co.uk  

 
 

Christmas Concert 2016—16th and 17th December 2016—7:30pm Towcester Town 
Hall 

 
 

Soup and Puds 2017 January  dates TBC 
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To Our Conductor 

 
 

 

Almighty and most merciful Conductor: 

We have erred and strayed from Thy beat like lost 
sheep; 
We have followed too much into the nations and 
tempi of our own hearts; 
We have offended against Thy dynamic markings; 
We have left unsung those notes which we ought 
to have sung; 
And we have sung those notes which ought not 
to have been sung; 
And there is no support in us. 
But Thou, O Conductor, have mercy upon us   
miserable singers. 
Succour the chorally challenged, 
Restore Thou them that need extra note bashing, 
Spare Thou them that are without pencil, 
Pardon our mistakes and have faith that hereafter 
We will follow Thy direction and sing together in 
perfect harmony. 
 
Amen 
 
 
(From the Crosscanonby Parish Magazine, 
 via the Diocese of Carlisle newspaper) 
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Italian Terms 

http://www.niu.edu/music/documents/studbook/appendices/
musical_terms_ww_soph_proficiency.pdf  

It has been brought to attention that not all members are familiar with the    
Italian terms used in music so please find the link above with all terms but see 
below for some of the most popular and their meanings.  

A tempo - in the original tempo          A tempo giusto - in strict and exact time                               
Adagio - moderately slow                  Allegretto - not as fast as allegro                              
Allegro - fast, lively                          Andante - moderately, walking tempo                               
Coda - an added ending                    Fine, Fin or Finale- the end of a movement                                                        
Forte - loud                                        Fortissimo - very loud                                               
Forza - strength, force                         Largo - very slow                                                      
Legato - smooth, connected                Piano - soft                                                                     
Piu - more                                          Staccato - short, detached, distinct                          
Stretto - hurried or speeding up imitation within various parts                                                                                  
Tempo - speed                                     Tutti - full ensemble  

 

 

Choral Day—Enid Rippon 

On Saturday 11th June five of us from Towcester Choral Society travelled to    
Chesterfield to join with the Chesterfield Philharmonic Choir and many 
others to  rehearse and sing Hayden's Creation.   Several of us have joined 
this choir over the nineteen years that they have been running these     
choral days.  They are always very enjoyable and as well as singing we 
meet up with others we have met over the years.  The day is similar to the 
ones that Helen has run in that we rehearse during the day and then hold 
a short free concert in the early evening for friends and anyone else who is 
interested . We then end the day with supper before driving home.   

Next year will be the 20th Choral day that they have organised and they 
are ,planning to perform Mozart's Mass in C Minor and there will be an  
orchestra to company us.  

We will be getting advance information towards the end of this year as 
they need to ascertain numbers.  There will be a discount for early      
bookers!  Watch out for information on our notice board. 

http://www.niu.edu/music/documents/studbook/appendices/musical_terms_ww_soph_proficiency.pdf
http://www.niu.edu/music/documents/studbook/appendices/musical_terms_ww_soph_proficiency.pdf


8 

Term Dates 
6 

September 
2016 

Rehearsal – Come and Sing; bring a friend – preferably a tenor 
or a bass! 

13 September Rehearsal 

20 September Rehearsal 

27 September Rehearsal 

4 October Rehearsal 

11 October Rehearsal 

15 October Workshop – The Armed Man – Towcester Town Hall 

18 October Rehearsal 

25 October Rehearsal (Half term) 

1 November Rehearsal 

8 November Rehearsal 

15 November Rehearsal 

22 November Rehearsal 

27 November Royal Albert Hall – The Messiah 

29 November Rehearsal 

6 December Rehearsal 

13 December Dress Rehearsal – Towcester Town Hall 

16 December Christmas Concert – Towcester Town Hall 

17 December Christmas Concert – Towcester Town Hall 

3 January 2017 Rehearsal 

10 January Rehearsal 

17 January Rehearsal 

24 January Rehearsal 

31 January Rehearsal 

7 February Rehearsal 

14 February Rehearsal (Half term) 

21 February Rehearsal 

28 February Rehearsal 

7 March Rehearsal 

14 March Rehearsal 

21 March Rehearsal 

28 March Rehearsal 

4 April Dress Rehearsal – St Lawrence's Church 

9 April Palm Sunday Concert – St Lawrence's Church 

25 April Rehearsal 

2 May Rehearsal 

9 May Rehearsal 

16 May Rehearsal 

23 May Rehearsal 

30 May Rehearsal (Half term) 

6 June Rehearsal 

13 June Rehearsal 

20 June Rehearsal 

27 June Rehearsal 

4 July Dress Rehearsal 

7 July Summer Concert 

8 July Summer Concert 

11 July AGM 
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Please don’t forget to follow us on facebook and twitter for all the latest 
information and news.!!! Get family and friends to also follow us, spread 

the word of the choir!! 

 

 

 

 

Tips for learning our pieces 
 

Due to time constraints and other commitments it is not always 
easy to organise extra rehearsals to cover pieces that may either 
be familiar to long-established members but not new recruits, or 
just to practice those pieces that some us find are taking longer 
to sink in! 
 
Other ways of learning these pieces could include the following: 
 

1. The John Fletcher website on www.johnfletchermusic.org 
for which the Choir  makes an annual donation.  Not all 
pieces are on here though but it is useful for those tricky 
pieces that just one part may have as they are all listed 
separately .  

 
2. iTunes (or other downloadable music files) – it can be    

useful to listen to a good version a few times to become 
more familiar with it, although this is of course all parts 
combined and will not include any particular arrangements 
by Helen. 

 
3. YouTube – as above, it can be helpful to listen and watch 

other recordings. 
  
4. A rehearsal of just a few choir members arranged amongst 

themselves with timing to suit. This could be a few of each 
voice, or most of one voice if a part is proving tricky.  

 
Link to help when learning classical pieces helps 

with vocal parts if you need help http://
www.cyberbass.com/Major_Works.htm  

@towcesterchoral https://www.facebook.com/towcesterchoral 

http://www.johnfletchermusic.org/
http://www.cyberbass.com/Major_Works.htm
http://www.cyberbass.com/Major_Works.htm
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Towcester Choral Society and the Internet  
 
This is an update on our web site and the online fundraising that has taken 
place.  
Newer members may not be aware that our society has its own web site 
which can be found at: http://www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk.  
  
Fundraising:  Do you purchase anything via the Internet? If you do then 
you can help us with our fundraising at no extra cost to yourself. Instead of 
shopping direct with your chosen supplier, you can go to them via http://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/towcestercs.  
This selects Towcester Choral Society as your preferred 'cause'. You must 
register as supporting TCS and then we will receive a cash-back as a re-
sult of your purchase. There are now nearly 3000 online retailers who are 
registered with 'Easyfundraising'. It seems that the most popular for our 
members are ‘John Lewis’, 'Amazon', and ‘Ebay’.  
Tell your friends too, anyone who buys on the internet can choose 
'Towcester Choral Society' as their cause.  
Why not add http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/towcestercs to your 
favourites NOW. Don’t forget you must register with ‘Easyfundraising’ first 
and then log on to the retailers site before going shopping to ensure we 
get the cash.  
 
Search Engine: 
Why not change your search engine and help TCS in the process?  
Instead of using Google use Easysearch. 
Go to http://towcestercs.easysearch.org.uk/ and save the entry and use 
it instead. 
  
Although more than 60 members have internet access only 29 have regis-
tered with Easyfundraising so far and hopefully all buying or at least 
searching?  
So far £478 has been raised by our activities. Activities are assessed on a 
3 monthly basis and for the 3 months ending June 2016 we have raised 
£24.43, still subject to checking, which will boost our bank balance in Sep-
tember.   
Keep buying and even if you are not buying please keep searching with 
Easysearch.  
 
Apple and Android apps are now available which some might find easier to 
use. 
  
Royston King 
IT and Membership Secretary 
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Towcester Choral Society 
 

Founded in 1900, Towcester Choral Society is a mixed voice choir with around 70 singers.                        
It  regularly performs a wide variety of secular and religious music in and around Towcester and has 
built up a strong reputation for quality and variety. Everyone in the choir loves singing and there is a 
great sense of achievement from both the weekly rehearsals and the concerts.  
 

Helen Swift (Musical Director) was a choral scholar at Clare College, Cambridge and went on to 
study opera in London and Dublin. She has worked with many distinguished artists, including Sir  
David Willcocks, Stephen Cleobury and John Rutter.  A busy conductor, teacher and soloist, Helen 
passionately believes in the power of singing and wants everyone to share that experience. 
 

Cost:  £15; Under 18’s £8.  Includes tea/coffee and loan of score.  Bring your own lunch, a soft pen-
cil and a rubber. 
 

 
 
Please reserve ….. place(s) for me/us for the workshop on 15th October.  I enclose a cheque for £….. payable to 
Towcester Choral Society. 

 
 
Name(s) ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

Address  ……………….……………………………………………………… 
  
………………………………..………………………………………………. 
 
E-mail ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Tel. No. ………………………………………………………………………. 
 

To book, please complete the form below and send with your cheque to John Maleham, Burnside, Weedon 
Lois NN12 8PL. j.maleham@btinternet.com 01327 860558 

Choral Workshop 
 

Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man  
 

Saturday, 15
th

 October, 2016 
 

Towcester Town Hall 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 
 

 

Come and learn selections from Karl Jenkins’ hugely successful masterpiece under the expert       
guidance of Towcester Choral Society’s Musical Director, Helen Swift.   
 
Written to celebrate the Millennium, this beautiful and moving work, a ‘mass for peace’, provokes a 
range of emotions as it explores the suffering and sacrifice caused by war.  At times harrowing,     
The Armed Man is nevertheless a joy to sing and its final hymn offers a glimmer of hope for the    
future.   
 
We will have a short performance afterwards so that your friends and family can hear what you’ve 
achieved. 

mailto:j.maleham@btinternet.com

