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Alice Dorothy Maycock
(24th October, 1920-18th October
2016)
There are those in every generation of whom
it will be said ‘We will not see his (or her)
like again’. Alice Maycock was one such
person. Born in Hoxton, the eldest child of
Alfred Gregory, a French polisher who
worked on Cunard’s first Queen Mary, Alice,
named after her mother, was an extraordinary
woman by any standards. Her family’s
circumstances were modest and afforded few
advantages but Alice, never one to let an
obstacle stand in her way, eagerly grasped
every possible opportunity. By the time she
left school at the age of fourteen, Alice was already the mainstay of both her
school and church choirs, and of the community orchestra in which she played
the violin. Her leadership qualities became apparent at an early age as she
romped through the ranks of the Girl Guides to become leader of the pack.
After leaving school, Alice worked in the offices of a clothing company, where
her sylph-like figure added another string to her bow – that of model. However
much Alice may have enjoyed being the face of sportswear, she nevertheless
changed jobs and began working for the London Meat Company. The outbreak
of war prompted the firm to relocate to Towcester. Alice followed her job and
soon met Albert Maycock, a young stone mason. Marriage soon followed and
in 1942, Alice gave birth to her first daughter, Mary, well known to TCS
members as our President and former conductor. Soon after, Albert went away
to war (I’m sure it wasn’t cause and effect) and Alice, wishing to be with her
family, took her infant daughter back to the Gregory household to await
Albert’s return. The East End was rather less tranquil than rural
Northamptonshire, but Alice, typically defiant of unwanted threats, refused to
be frightened out of her home. The family survived unscathed, a fine example
of fortune’s favouring the brave……….
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When Albert left the services, Alice resumed her life in Towcester, devoting
her energies to her family, and to St. Lawrence’s Church, activities which the
birth of a second daughter did little to curtail. In 1971, Alice joined TCS and
stayed for 37 years, retiring because her knees, rather than her voice, were no
longer up to it. I met Alice when I joined the choir in September 2000. She
was then carrying out the role of Secretary, a post she fulfilled with admirable
efficiency and a total lack of fuss for 29 years. Alice was welcoming to me as
a new member, showing me the ropes and making sure I was introduced to
other members. To my certain knowledge, she did the same for all new
members. We have Alice to thank, not just for giving birth to Helen’s
predecessor, but also for conscripting her into the role of Musical Director
when John Smith relinquished the post. Determination was one of Alice’s
salient features and Mary had little choice in the matter. I never saw Alice
lose her temper, but I don’t think I would have wished to get on the wrong
side of her.
Alice needed all her resolve at times during her private life. She had to cope
not only with early widowhood, but also with the loss of several close family
members in a car accident. Yet, typically, Alice came through the trauma and
threw herself even more vigorously into community life. As well as singing
in St. Lawrence’s choir, Alice taught at its Sunday School for many years and
was an active fundraiser for necessary works. The pews and the brasses
gleamed as a result of her attentions.
Alice firmly believed that nothing can be gained without effort and her own
efforts were certainly rewarded with achievement and with affection from the
many whose lives she touched. There can be few longstanding Towcester
residents who did not know Alice in one capacity or another. Although ill
health dogged the last years of her life and she saw fewer people after she
went into care, the many who knew Alice nonetheless remember her with
affection and respect, as the packed church for her funeral testifies. We
should count ourselves privileged to have known Alice and our sympathies go
to Mary, Jeremy and Alice’s extended family.
Margaret Hawkins

Collecting bottle tops
Margaret Shelley is collecting milk bottle tops of all colours as well as bottle tops from
other drinks such as bottles of water etc.
She is collecting these for St Katherine's House Hospice in Banbury.
If you can collect as many as you can and pass them onto Margaret at rehearsals she would
be grateful. Please let all your friends and family know to collect them as well .

2

Glorious spoof of the Victorian melodrama

Ruddigore’s zany plot has it all - the villain who
carries off the maiden; the priggishly goodmannered, poor-but-virtuous-heroine; the hero
in disguise, and his faithful old retainer who
dreams of their former glory days; the snake in
the grass who claims to be following his heart;
the wild, mad girl; the swagger of fire-eating
patriotism; and ghosts coming to life to enforce
a curse. Will virtue triumph and can love conquer all?
Join the cast from Wolverton Gilbert & Sullivan
Society at Stantonbury Campus Theatre
from Tuesday 21 to Saturday 25 March 2017 to
find out the answers for yourself.
Tickets are available priced £16, concessions £13, under 16s £5 from First
Night on 01908 510452 or via their website http://www.1stnight.co.uk/
boxoffice.php Full of fun, laughter and wonderful music, this is an evening
for the whole family and the show starts at7.30pm at Stantonbury Campus
Theatre, Milton Keynes, MK14 6BN.

Wolverton Gilbert & Sullivan Society has been together for over 40 years and
is always open to new members; rehearsals take place every Friday night in
Stony Stratford. Please get in touch via their websitewww.wolvertongands.co.uk

Look out for their other productions coming up:

·
Godspell: Monday 10 – Wednesday 12 April 2017 at St
George’s Church, Wolverton

·
Jack the Ripper: Thursday 6 and Friday 7 July 2017 at Stantonbury
Campus Theatre
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Chairman’s Notes

Following our very successful and well attended Christmas
Concerts, we now look forward to our Psalm Sunday
performance on Sunday evening, 9th April. We’ll be singing
Karl Jenkins the Armed Man, A Mass for Peace, as well as
works by Mozart, Faure and Lotti. Although some of us
have sung The Armed Man before and others attended the
workshop in October, it is fair to say that Jenkins can still
provide us with a few challenges in our preparation of his
work!
We are excited to welcome back the South Northants
Festival Orchestra this year. We were lucky enough to sing
with this talented group of musicians last year when we
sang Handel’s Messiah. Morag Boyle will be our soloist and
we very much look forward to hearing her again. \it should
be a very good concert, and a memorable evening for us all.
ON the fundraising front, our soup and puds lunch on
January 28th went extremely well, raising an impressive
£403 for choir funds. Many thanks to all who supported
the event, and especially to Cynthia East who led and
coordinated so effectively. Thanks also to her amazing
team. All funds raised are very welcome, in that they
enable us to put on more ambitious and well produced
concerts. Staging, lighting, decorations, refreshments and
supporting orchestra and soloists are all expensive items,
but well worth the investment.
Finally, a special thanks to Helen and Rowena for their
continued hard work, commitment and superb
professionalism, and a massive thank you to all you
dedicated and talented choir members who turn up week
after week and sing your hearts out, hopefully having a bit
of fun in the process!!
Chris
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Our Easter Work
Many members will be pleased to sing Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man
on Palm Sunday this year. Commissioned by the Royal Armouries to
celebrate the millennium, its pertinence and power to move have
made the work an immense success. Although based on the Christian mass, The A rmed Man includes poems and prayers from other
cultures. War is universal; so, it seems, is the need to seek support
and approval from God for our actions, regardless of our creed. It is
ironic that The A rmed Man, which has the subtitle A Mass for Peace,
was written at the height of the Balkan crisis which saw violence and
cruelty on a shocking level. The music, however, while acknowledging man’s brutality, is never defeatist, rather it is optimistic that we
can do better some day. This might ring rather hollow in the current
climate of violence. We have, perhaps, lost the capacity to be
shocked at mankind’s apparently endless thirst for conflict, and the
prospect of peoples’ living in peace with each other may seem remote, yet The A rmed Man’s potent sentiments are as important as
ever. We must remain hopeful in spite of events.
TCS first performed The A rmed Man ten years ago, in 2007, when
we gave performances in St. Lawrence’s and in St. John’s, Blisworth. These concerts were much simpler affairs; the piano accompaniment was augmented only by a flute and drums, with the pianist
doubling up on the trumpet to play The Last Post. It was well received nonetheless. I recall a letter of appreciation from a Blisworth
audience member enquiring ‘Wherever did you find the courage to
perform that beautiful, terrible music?’ How much more beautiful,
how much more terrible, will it sound when accompanied by full orchestra? If we have half the audience and half the choir in tears, I
shan’t be at all surprised, nor should we be ashamed if we are overcome by emotion. Such is the importance of this work that it should
be heard and understood by as many people as possible. Performing
The Armed Man is not only a pleasure, it is a duty.
Margaret Hawkins
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FROM THE EDITOR
Hi to all and welcome to all our new members who have joined us
this new term, as well as to those who have returned to us this
spring. I do hope you find the newsletters Informative as well as fun
and that Choir is everything you hoped it would be.
I hope you find this issue as good as previous and if you have any
comments or suggestions for forthcoming editions please let me
know, next Issue will be September 2017
This term as always will be just as packed with events and concerts
as it has previous years and I hope that it is all just as fun. With the
Spring concert coming up quickly and an exciting and different summer concert to look forward to, we may also be asked to perform in
many different venues and if you can please make sure you take
part, it really does add to the spirit of things.
Enjoy the term and lets make it good fun.
Editor: Catharine Tarbun Tel: 01327 353107
Email: catharinetarbun@gmail.com

TOWCESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2016-17
Post

Post Holder

Telephone

E-mail

Chairman

Chris John

01327 352332

chris.john@talk21.com

Secretary

Amanda Hobrow

01327 353473

ahobrow@gmail.com

Treasurer

John Maleham

01327 860558

j.maleham@btinternet.com

Stage Manager David Coppock

01604 859645

davidcoppock48@btinternet.com

Publicity
Officer

Catharine Tarbun

01327 353107

catharinetarbun@gmail.com

Librarians

Elisabeth Field and
Tina Morris

01327
350172/01327
857339

Elisabeth.field@ntlworld.com
tina@lodgepark.net

Social
Secretary

VACANT

IT Manager

Royston King

01327 353691

g8chk@yahoo.co.uk
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Brackley Chamber Music Club
Singing Workshop with Helen Swift
(J.S. Bach’s motet, ‘Komme, Jesu, komme’, etc.)

Saturday 18th March 2017 1.30 – 5.30 pm
Winchester House School, High Street, Brackley NN13 7AZ
Cost £15.00
This workshop offers further opportunities for singers to improve their vocal technique and listening skills. Those wishing to take part in the workshop should be fairly confident sight singers.
Many of us looked briefly at the Bach Motet on 19th November and concluded that it
would be well worth tackling at it again, having had the opportunity to do more
homework beforehand! A full programme for the afternoon and directions to the
venue will be sent out to participants in advance of the workshop.
Those taking part in the workshop will require a copy of the Bach Motet ‘Komme,
Jesu, komme’. These may be ordered from Helen Vearncombe @ £5.50 per copy
(See below)

…………………………………………………………………………………
…

Booking Form: BCMC Singing Workshop (European Sacred Music) 18th March,
2017

Name…………………………………………………………………………………………
…
Address………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………......................
Email…………………………………………………………………………………………
…
Phone number…………………………………
Voice (SATB)…………………………….
Please enclose a cheque for £15.00 made out to Brackley Chamber Music Club and
send to Helen Vearncombe, 25 Old Town, Brackley NN13 7 BZ by 24th February
2017.
Please indicate with a tick if you would like to order a copy of the required book.
Komme, Jesu, Komme J.S Bach @£5.50
For further information contact:
helen.vearncombe@btinternet.com or phone 01280 701722
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Italian Terms
http://www.niu.edu/music/documents/studbook/appendices/
musical_terms_ww_soph_proficiency.pdf
It has been brought to attention that not all members are familiar with the
Italian terms used in music so please find the link above with all terms but see
below for some of the most popular and their meanings.
A tempo - in the original tempo
A tempo giusto - in strict and exact time
Adagio - moderately slow
Allegretto - not as fast as allegro
Allegro - fast, lively
Andante - moderately, walking tempo
Coda - an added ending
Fine, Fin or Finale- the end of a movement
Forte - loud
Fortissimo - very loud
Forza - strength, force
Largo - very slow
Legato - smooth, connected
Piano - soft
Piu - more
Staccato - short, detached, distinct
Stretto - hurried or speeding up imitation within various parts
Tempo - speed
Tutti - full ensemble

Messiah from Scratch at the Royal Albert Hall on Sunday
November 12th. 2017
Last year we had an excellent turnout of 43 (singers and audience) from TCS,
Heyford Singers and others, and hope for a similar number this year.
Regular attendees will know that we arrange a coach picking up at Nether
Heyford, Towcester and Brackley, leaving around 3.30pm and returning
around midnight.
People attending for the first time are always amazed and exhilarated at the experience of singing in such a large choir (outnumbering the audience by about 4 to
1!) and filling the RAH with an incredible wall of sound. Having performed the
Messiah last Easter most of us should now be note-perfect (!), but if you are not it
really doesn't matter - a few 'hesitant' voices in 4000 are unlikely to be noticed,
and it is a good way of learning! Brian Kay, one of the original Kings' Singers conducts, with the English Festival Orchestra and professional soloists.
The tickets always sell out very quickly so we need to book up as soon as they become available. A list will be posted on the notice board this week - if you are interested please sign up by next Tuesday at the latest, or alternatively let me know
by email.
Last year the ticket price was £37 and the coach fare £15. I expect the cost to be
similar this time, but the coach fare will obviously depend on final numbers.

Regards

John Maleham
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Back in the Archives

A look back at previous pieces of work including our
concerts. This issue we look back at a programme from 2007
Thanks to Margaret Hawkins
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Term Dates
21
28
7
14
21
28
4
9
25
2
9
16
23
30
6
13
20
27
4
7
8
11

February
February
March
March
March
March
April
April
April
May
May
May
May
May
June
June
June
June
July
July
July
July

Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Dress Rehearsal – St Lawrence's Church
Palm Sunday Concert – St Lawrence's Church
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal (Half term)
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
Dress Rehearsal
Summer Concert
Summer Concert
AGM

Top Six Reasons for Being a Soprano
1. The rest of the choir exists just to make you look good.
2. You can entertain your friends by breaking their wineglasses.
3. When sopranos want to sing in the shower, they know the tune.
4. It's not like you are ever going to sing the alto part by accident.
5. How many world famous altos can you name?
6. When the fat lady sings, she's usually singing soprano.
Top Six Reasons for Being an Alto
1. You get really good at singing E flat.
2. You get to sing the same note for 12 consecutive measures.
3. You don't really need to warm up to sing 12 consecutive bars of E-flat.
4. You get to pretend that you are better than the sopranos, because everybody knows that
women only sing soprano so they don't have to learn to read music.
5. You can sometimes find part time work singing tenor.
6. Altos get all the great intervals.
Top Six Reasons for Being a Tenor
1. Tenors get high - without drugs.
2. Name a musical where the bass got the girl.
3. You can show the sopranos how it SHOULD be sung.
4. Did you ever hear of anyone paying £500 for a ticket to see 'The Three Basses?'
5. You get to sing along with John Denver singing "Aye Calypso."
6. When you get really good at falsetto, you can make tons of money doing voice-overs for
cartoon characters.
Top Six Reasons for Being a Bass
1. You don't have to tighten your shorts to reach your note.
2. You don't have to worry about a woman stealing your job.
3. Or a preadolescent boy stealing your job.
4. You get great memorable lyrics like bop, bop, bop, bop.
5. For fun, you can sing at the bottom of your range and fool people into thinking there's an
earthquake.
6. If you belch while you're singing, the audience just thinks it is part of the score.
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A shortened version thanks to http://www.stjameslex.com/choir%20test.htm

Tips for learning our pieces
Due to time constraints and other commitments it is not always
easy to organise extra rehearsals to cover pieces that may either
be familiar to long-established members but not new recruits, or
just to practice those pieces that some us find are taking longer
to sink in!
Other ways of learning these pieces could include the following:
1. The John Fletcher website on www.johnfletchermusic.org
for which the Choir makes an annual donation. Not all
pieces are on here though but it is useful for those tricky
pieces that just one part may have as they are all listed
separately .
2. iTunes (or other downloadable music files) – it can be
useful to listen to a good version a few times to become
more familiar with it, although this is of course all parts
combined and will not include any particular arrangements
by Helen.
3. YouTube – as above, it can be helpful to listen and watch
other recordings.
4. A rehearsal of just a few choir members arranged amongst
themselves with timing to suit. This could be a few of each
voice, or most of one voice if a part is proving tricky.

Link to help when learning classical pieces helps
with vocal parts if you need help http://
www.cyberbass.com/Major_Works.htm
Please don’t forget to follow us on facebook and twitter for all the latest
information and news.!!! Get family and friends to also follow us, spread
the word of the choir!!

https://www.facebook.com/towcesterchoral
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@towcesterchoral

Towcester Choral Society and the Internet
This is an update on our web site and the online fundraising that has taken
place.
Newer members may not be aware that our society has its own web site
which can be found at: http://www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk.
Fundraising: Do you purchase anything via the Internet? If you do then
you can help us with our fundraising at no extra cost to yourself. Instead of
shopping direct with your chosen supplier, you can go to them via http://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/towcestercs.
This selects Towcester Choral Society as your preferred 'cause'. You must
register as supporting TCS and then we will receive a cash-back as a result of your purchase. There are now nearly 3000 online retailers who are
registered with 'Easyfundraising'. It seems that the most popular for our
members are ‘John Lewis’, 'Amazon', and ‘Ebay’.
Tell your friends too, anyone who buys on the internet can choose
'Towcester Choral Society' as their cause.
Why not add http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/towcestercs to your favourites NOW. Don’t forget you must register with ‘Easyfundraising’ first
and then log on to the retailers site before going shopping to ensure we
get the cash.
Search Engine:
Why not change your search engine and help TCS in the process?
Instead of using Google use Easysearch.
Go to http://towcestercs.easysearch.org.uk/ and save the entry and use
it instead.
Although more than 60 members have internet access only 29 have registered with Easyfundraising so far and hopefully all buying or at least
searching?
So far £478 has been raised by our activities. Activities are assessed on a
3 monthly basis and for the 3 months ending June 2016 we have raised
£24.43, still subject to checking, which will boost our bank balance in September.
Keep buying and even if you are not buying please keep searching with
Easysearch.
Apple and Android apps are now available which some might find easier to
use.
Royston King
IT and Membership Secretary
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