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FIFTY YEARS SERVICE IN FAMILY TRADITION
Mrs Pamela Turpin‘s long membership of Towcester Choral Society was recognised at the
choir’s Jubilee concert in Towcester Town Hall on Tuesday 12th June.
Pamela Turpin joined the choir in September 1962 at the age of 16. She is the granddaughter of the choir’s founder, Towcester schoolmaster John Robert Kealey Parr. Her
sister Mrs Jo Denny is also a member and their mother, Mrs Constance Wood, also sang in
her father’s choir for many years until her death in 1989. In 50 years of membership Pam
has sung under ten conductors, appeared in over 200 performances and sung over 1000
different pieces of music.
The choir has been singing in and around Towcester since the first concert in April 1900 –
before the advent of television and computers, and before SS Titanic was built. A reserved
seat for the first concert cost 2s 6d, equivalent to £12.64 today.
Much has changed since then, both socially and musically, but Towcester Choral Society
has adapted to cater for changing tastes, singing a varied programme ranging from Abba
to Bach.
This year’s hugely successful Jubilee concert was performed in collaboration with singers
and dancers from Nicholas Hawksmoor School and the programme included coronation
anthems and a range of popular songs from throughout the sixty years of Her Majesty’s
reign.
Au Revoir and Welcome: TCS thanks Ed Buswell, Maureen Tinston, Marjorie Jenkinson
and Susan Oppenheim for their long and valuable service to the choir. We wish them well
in the future. TCS are very happy to welcome new members who joined in the current session and hope they will enjoy singing with us.
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Celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

Singing for the University of the Third Age
Towcester Town Hall 30 May 2012

TCS Summer Barbecue
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A FEW WORDS FROM MUSICAL DIRECTOR, HELEN:
Staying grounded isn’t always that easy in a stressful situation, like singing in a concert, with a
choir or even on your own. Sometimes it’s hard to be able to remember all the things that ordinarily help one to control the breath and shakiness that we all naturally feel. Our pulse quickens and
our breathing pattern alters and it’s not always easy to remain calm and yet alertly ready (a contradiction in many ways!). Here are a couple of practical ideas to help with the waiting in the wings.
Try sirening, it’s relatively in-obtrusive and everyone around you does the same thing too in warm
-ups, it will keep you ticking along nicely. If your throat and larynx feel tight and constricted try
thinking of something funny and trying a silent laugh or chuckle which should settle you and release the back of the throat. Try anchoring your body, by thinking about lengthening up the back
of the neck and spine. You could also try sitting on a chair and linking your hands together underneath and then try lifting the chair and yourself, relax your shoulders and your spine and feel yourself in a perfect straight line. Lastly, smile!

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Welcome to the new season. I hope you enjoyed your break, even though the weather was less than encouraging. First of all, I would like to thank you for turning up to the AGM in such large numbers. I can’t remember having so many members attending before. AGMs aren’t usually the most riveting of occasions and
it is heartening to know that you are committed enough to give up a summer evening to attend one. Thank
you for re-electing standing committee members. We shall do our best to justify your confidence. We welcome John Pike and Gillian Griffith-Porter to the roles of Publicity Officer and Secretary respectively. I am
sure you will give them your support.
We are pleased to welcome several new members (neither names nor numbers available at time of writing)
who came along to our open evening and enjoyed themselves enough to return. These include an encouraging number of younger people and men (not necessarily mutually exclusive) and one is a returning member
who moved away, but found he couldn’t do without us – welcome back, Gwyn.
I hope all members, both new and longstanding, will enjoy the season, which promises to be exciting in
many ways. We shall certainly be very busy. You will see from your schedule that we have put in a third
Spring concert as discussed at the AGM. As you know, we can attract a bigger audience than the Town Hall
will accommodate. By holding our third concert on a Friday, we hope to attract people who have cannot
make Tuesdays. If this venture is to be successful, we will need to work hard to secure a good audience on
both evenings, through advertising and by pursuing the contacts we have made through our collaboration
with other organisations and our performances in the community. It will mean lots of hard work for our new
Publicity Officer. I think he is about to realise what he has let himself in for!
We shall also be singing at Towcester Racecourse again at their Christmas meeting and are trying to arrange
another carol singing pub crawl along Watling Street. We will give you further information when we have it.
Our Christmas concerts will be an adventure in that Tim will be conducting us in Helen’s absence, although
she will be keeping an eye on us through her husband, Jon, who will be playing the piano for us. Tim is
looking forward to the challenge. I know we will do our best for him and that the concerts will be a success.
Of course, Helen, bundle of energy that she is, won’t be taking it easy during her absence. Apart from looking after the baby, she and Jon are organising a series of events in Banbury in the spring and are looking at
the possibility of our taking part. So we may have the opportunity to display our talents over the border.
Who knows where we will perform next?
As many of you will know, the Tove benefice has a new rector – the Rev. Ben Phillips. Helen and I hope to
talk to him in the near future to see how we can raise the profile of our Easter performance in St. Lawrence’s.
Apparently, Ben is a singer, so he should be sympathetic. Naturally, we shall try to recruit him to TCS.
Talking of performances, many of you will know that we are sometimes asked to sing in places which will
only accommodate a small group. For such occasions we have a chamber choir, consisting of volunteers
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who are prepared to sing anywhere, at any time, more or less. The programme often consists of selections
from recent concerts, but might involve new material, especially if we are singing at a wedding. The chamber choir no longer rehearses regularly, but does get together to rehearse when we have an engagement.
Since the chamber choir was formed, some members have retired and we need to replace them. Singing in a
small group can be more challenging as there are fewer people singing your part, but it is very rewarding. If
you would like a challenge, think you would be able to make extra commitments, possibly at short notice
(we appreciate that not everyone will be able to make every occasion) and are prepared to learn extra pieces
if required, please let me know. Men, as always, will be particularly welcome. When we are invited to sing
at a large venue, we will, of course, continue to ask for volunteers from the whole membership.
I think that’s it for now. Enjoy your singing. Margaret Hawkins Chairman

From the Editors
What a year for celebrations! The Golden Jubilee, and the Olympic and Paralympic Games were
watched and enjoyed by millions. Towcester Choral played our part with two very successful concerts, and a good audience for Midsummer Music. Our thanks to Helen for a very patriotic and
inspiring programme.
How encouraging to see so many new faces in all voice departments at our first ‘open’ rehearsal
this season. The choir is going from strength to strength under Helen’s leadership with many solo
voices being heard and confidence growing.
We give Helen our best wishes for the ‘happy event’ in November, and we are sure that the choir
will work hard under the leadership of Tim while she is away, and keep up her high standards.
Don’t forget the workshop on Sat. 13th October.
Editors Len and Ann Holder Tel: 01327 352647 Email len@holder7.co.uk
Towcester Choral Society and the Internet
This is an update on our web site and the online fundraising that has taken place.
Some members may not be aware that our society has its own web site which can be found at:
http://www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk.
I try and add news of events as the details become available. Photographs are most welcome. Any
comments are appreciated too. However the template for our site is supplied and although it can
be changed I don’t have the knowledge to make any changes to the format to make it more exciting. There may well be someone amongst us who has the relevant knowledge to make improvements. I would be happy to hand it over. There is also a ‘blog’ on the website so that anyone can
add comments relevant to TCS.
Fundraising: Do you purchase anything via the Internet? If you do then you can help us with
our fundraising. Instead of shopping direct with your chosen supplier, you can go to them via
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/towcestercs.
This selects Towcester Choral Society as your preferred 'cause'. You must register as supporting
TCS and then we will then receive a cash-back as a result of your purchase. There are some
2000+ online shops who are registered with 'Easyfundraising', it includes people like 'Amazon',
'Argos', 'WHSmith', ‘Ebay’ and 'Tesco'. Tell your friends too, anyone who buys on the internet
can choose 'Towcester Choral Society' as their cause. Why not add http://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/towcestercs to your favourites NOW. Don’t forget you must register
with ‘Easyfundraising’ first and then log on to the site before going shopping to ensure we get the
cash. Why not change your search engine too and help TCS?
Yes go to http://towcestercs.easysearch.org.uk/ and save the entry and use it instead of 'Google'
or any other search engine.
Although more than 50 members have internet access only 19 have registered with Easyfundraising so far and hopefully all buying or at least searching? Since our membership with them started
in 2009, £181.47 has been raised by members. The money is paid to us quarterly and we have just

4

received £17.09 for purchases and searches between April and June of this year.
Keep buying and even if you are not buying keep searching with Easysearch.
Royston King IT Manager
E-mail: g8chk@yahoo.co.uk Or webmaster@towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk

A brief report about fundraising activities 2011-2012
John summarised fundraising activities on his Supplementary Notes to Accounts 2011-2012 at
the A.G.M and arrived at a nett profit figure of £1589.14. To this can be added the Waitrose
community donation of £160 and the Car Boot Sale total of £145. This brings the total to
£1894.14 (if our donation to PSP, made in January, were taken into account the figure would
have been £2044.14). The Easyfundraising income could also be included, as well as the income
from raffles at concerts and the summer cream tea afternoon (which took place after the A.G.M.)
What worked best?
A considerable amount of the income came from individual effort. Petra (cushion auction), Enid
(sponsored walk) , Alan (sponsored slim) and Gillian (home-made gift tags) raised a total of
£615.00 between them. The cream tea afternoon organised by Margaret and Cynthia raised £110.
This represented a great deal of personal time and effort on behalf of the choir which is to be
very much commended. The other activities were organised by the fundraising committee. In
September this group reconvened and decided upon some activities for 2012 – 13, learning ,
hopefully, from our experiences of this year and developing some new ideas.
The most successful event in terms of profit was the quiz night and we felt that this was the kind
of event which could be held again in 2013, though not necessarily in that format. The carol
singing was relatively easy to arrange, enjoyable and worth repeating this Christmas. The car
boot sale involved quite a lot of work, but represented clear profit with no expense except personal time and the generosity of choir members in donating their personal effects! Many thanks
to them. We shall not be able to rely on Waitrose for a donation again for a little while, but can
apply again in the future. They have been very good.
Finally – if you’ve got a brilliant idea for fundraising, or would like to get involved by joining
the fundraising group, ( tea and cake at all times!), please let me know. I’d love to hear from
you. Chris John October 2012

Spring Jubilee Concert THANK YOU SO MUCH! (food and drink related.)
By the time you read this, the Spring Jubilee Concert will be a distant, hopefully fond memory. I think we’d all
agree it was a super occasion, with a great sense of celebration and enjoyment. When Pimms, strawberries and
cream, and cucumber sandwiches were first announced as forming part of the overall Jubilee ‘experience’, I
thought, ‘Wow! Great idea!’, not really giving much thought as to how 180 punters were going to be served
with all these different components at the end of the concert, from the ‘challenging’ confines of the Town Hall
kitchen with all its little idiosyncrasies. Given that everyone who might be able to help with mixing Pimms,
and setting out and serving food, was also singing at the crucial time, I began to experience a major panic attack. However, I should not have worried, as a wonderful team of people stepped in to scrape me off the floor
where I was lying in a blubbering heap, and sorted it all out.
I am extremely grateful to the following, who were knights and ladies in shining armour:
•
Jane Causebrook, Barbara Phillips and Cynthia East – a great team,
•
Cynthia’s wonderful friend Eileen,
•
Mike John and Keith Phillips – Master Pimms makers,
•
Margaret Shelley – assisting in the Costco raid,
•
Enid Rippon – cutting up fruit for the children (faithfully adhering to HMG Healthy Eating Policy!),
All the lovely choir members who made the very nice and very English cucumber sarnies.
All those who so kindly helped squirt cream, serve sandwiches and clear away.
Thank you so much, everyone. I hope I haven’t missed anyone out. If so – I do apologise.
Chris John
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ABCD: Association of British Choral Directors: www.abcd.org.uk
UK's only organisation entirely devoted to those leading choral music.
Report on TCS at Tamworth March Training Workshop
For as long as I can remember, TCS have taken part in the Midlands branch of the Association of British Choral
Director’s Singing day at Tamworth. We are the most southerly of the choirs taking part and probably come the
longest distance, but it is always worth it. The quality of both the singing and the conductors are always superb.
The format varies, in some years, the accent has been on giving inexperienced conductors a tame choir to work
on, and other years we have had really experienced composers and conductors trying out new techniques or compositions, which is very stimulating, but often requires considerable concentration. A couple of times we have
had children’s and youth choirs with their own conductors, and we have listened and joined in.
Sometimes we concentrate on a major work such as Messiah, or the Mozart Requiem, and this year the work was
“The Armed Man” by Karl Jenkins. This is a work that many of us know really well, but it never fails to move
us. This time was no exception. As we went through, the beautifully crafted movements were enjoyed by both
old hands and those new to the work. The conductor, Keith Orrell, has taken us before and is very inspirational
and demanding conductor, and managed to get a remarkably good sound out of what was definitely a scratch
choir. The final chorus “God shall wipe away all tears” was exquisite!
We were also treated to three local composers who got us singing their latest compositions. Some of them were
new tunes to familiar carols, but a couple were novelty pieces, one of which had us all singing “Potato, Potato,
Potato” in harmony and unison for several minutes. It was surprisingly difficult and we thought perhaps we
wouldn’t tell Helen about that one!
The TCS contingent included four basses, a number of sopranos and altos, and also on the coach were several
ladies from Nether Heyford, including Mary Rice, who doesn’t change a bit!
In summary, a really worthwhile day out meeting new and old friends and trying out new pieces and techniques.
I think we all enjoyed it!
Mike Potter

The Making of a Music Lover
I am going to rack my memories and tell you how it happened to me.
prairies of North America, a place fondly known to me as Canada.

I was born and brought up on the

My first musical memory is the arrival of a piano at our house and the discovery that Mum could play it. I
was about 10 years old and fascinated with the keys on this thing and the sounds it made. I loved watching
Mum play. I made her teach me the names of the keys and I wrote them on the keys with pencil. Thank
Heaven the ballpoint pen hadn't yet reached Saskatchewan. I also wrote the names of the keys on her sheet
music. Lots of and lots of sheet music, most of it from when she played at barn dances in her youth on
Grandad's farm.
As I grew up, local radio was filled with Country and Western which I loved and which Mum had the sheet
music to. I still love it and can still remember a lot of the words. Then a radio/record player arrived at our
house, soon followed by two records. One was the Poet and Peasant Overture and the other was the William Tell Overture both of which I had never heard before but thought they were quite nice.
One hot summer day, I came into the house to find Mum sitting on the couch listening to the radio with the
vacuum cleaner sitting silently at her feet. I asked her what she was doing. She said shush, she was listening to the opera from New York City! Opera!! I was flabbergasted and not particularly interested. After
all, I had Frank Sinatra and Johnny Cash. Who needed anything more?
More records started arriving. On inspection, I told Mum that one was in a foreign language. She said she
knew. She said it was a beautiful aria from an Italian opera called what sounded like Polly-atchee. She
was right! It was the most beautiful singing I had ever heard. I was hooked! I tried listening to this opera
stuff. I wasn't fond of the "talky" bits and said so. Mum said shush, the other bits were worth waiting for.
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Eventually rock and roll arrived in my town. I didn't pay a lot of attention. After all, I was an opera
lover now. Then I heard Elvis's Jailhouse Rock and I was in love again and still am.
I finally grew up and left Canada to work and travel abroad. I met some lovely people and heard a lot
of different music depending on who I was going out with at the time, jazz, folk, blues, gospel and
rock. I was introduced to Chris Barber and Franz Lehar, Joan Sutherland and Mahalia Jackson. I still
have vinyl records of most of them.
Then I grew up some more and got married and came to live in England in the 60s. My husband introduced me to Gilbert & Sullivan and I loved the clever words and catchy music and I still marvel to this
day that anyone can sing that fast. We listened faithfully to TOTP , taped it and danced and partied to
it.
Much later, I divorced and met another lovely man whose favourite music was Country and Western.
I had come full circle in music listening.
One of the best things about living in England, aside from the countryside, the weather and real ale, is
your wonderful radio programmes and the music to be found there. During the week, I can listen to
jazz, opera, folk, C & W and Friday Night is Music Night! I do miss Alan Titchmarsh on Sunday
evening. Where else could you hear Evelyn Laye singing "They Don't Make Them Like That Anymore" followed by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir singing The Battle Hymn of the Republic?
So there it is. A few of the steps I took to becoming a music lover.

from Glenda Bowers

Musical Adventures
Your Editors have enjoyed some varied and interesting musical events this Summer. In May we
went to Stowe School for their Concerto Concert with their special guests the ‘Choir and Marimba Band of the Dominican Convent School of South Africa’. What an evening of excellence
and enthusiasm! The first half consisted of solo performances from pupils of Stowe, including
Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass, Bassoon, and two Horns. The second half was a delight because of the wonderful enthusiasm of the young singers and their Marimba Band, celebrating
the music and rhythms of Africa. Not a copy in sight, and the pure enjoyment in the faces of the
young performers, and their excellence, was a joy to behold. Stowe has been taking one pupil
for a year from this Dominican Convent and because of the generosity of a benefactor, the
whole choir and band was able to visit this year!
The second event was one in which we actually had to perform. We joined a small group of
about twenty singers, including soloists, mainly members of Northampton G&S Society to
which our daughter Alison belongs so of course she came too! We sang a Concert version of
Sullivan’s ‘Prodigal Son’ at an afternoon performance as part of the Buxton annual G&S Festival. We had to attend a good many Thursday night rehearsals, and although many of us had never heard the work before, it was reasonably easy to learn, and a very enjoyable experience!
Our final adventure was a Mozart cruise down the Danube with five members of the London
Festival Opera on board who entertained us on several evenings, culminating in a shortened version of ‘The Magic Flute’ in full costume. Wow!
{ Contact Sarah Searle on ssearle@stowe.co.uk for info about musical events]
From Ann Holder
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NEXT FUND RAISING EVENT: NOTICE from Cynthia East
Come and Enjoy: HOME MADE SOUPS AND PUDS
Sat 10th November 12 to 2 pm

Towcester Methodist Church. Tickets £6.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2012-2013 Season
2012
(Sat 13th October 2012) Workshop in Towcester Town Hall 10.00 am to 4.30 pm
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Postponed until Feb 2013^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Mon 3rd December Christmas concert rehearsal – venue tba
Tues 4th December Christmas concert – venue tba
Sat 8th December Pattishall Senior Citizens’ Luncheon Club
Mon 10th December Christmas concert dress rehearsal – Towcester Town Hall
Tues 11th December Town Hall concert
Thurs 20th December Carols at Towcester Racecourse
2013
Tues 8th January 2013 Rehearsals restart
Tues 19th March
Sun 24th March
Mon 25th March
Tues 26th March

Dress rehearsal – St. Lawrence’s Church, Towcester
Palm Sunday concert – St. Lawrence’s Church, Towcester
Easter concert rehearsal – venue tba
Easter concert – venue tba

Mon 17th June
Tues 18th June
Mon 24th June
Tues 25th June
Fri 28th June

Spring concert Dress rehearsal – venue tba
Spring concert – venue tba
Spring concert dress rehearsal – Towcester Town Hall
Spring concert - Towcester Town Hall
Spring concert - Towcester Town Hall

Tues 9th July

AGM

TOWCESTER CHORAL SOCIETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2012 2013

Post
Post holder
Chairman:
Margaret Hawkins
Secretary: Gillian Griffith-Porter
Treasurer:
John Maleham
Stage Manager: David Coppock
Publicity Officer: John Pike
Librarian:
Enid Rippon
Social Secretary: Chris John
IT Manager :
Royston King

Telephone
01604 751454
01327 830593
01327 860558
01604 859645
01327 860742
01327 353314
01327 352332
01327 353691
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e-mail
margaret.hawkins6@btinternet.com
gilliangp@btinternet.com
j.maleham@btinternet.com
david.coppock@tesco.net
pike_jh@hotmail.com
kcrippon@btinternet.com
chris.john@talk21.com
g8chk@yahoo.co.uk

