October 2013
FROM THE NEW EDITOR
Welcome to my first newsletter as the new editor for the choir!
I hope this lives up to expectations. The standards were set very high by Len and Ann Holder. I hope I
manage to do them justice. I thank them for all their hard work in the past few years doing the Newsletter
and also for their help in guiding me in the right direction for my new journey.
Thank you to everyone who has helped me by sending in articles and photo’s to include. It is very much
appreciated. To those who didn’t send me anything, I’ll get you next time!
I’m hoping to do three newsletters a year. One in April, one in August and one (slightly later than normal)
in December. The first two will be just a few pages with essential information on them and then the
December one will be your “main” newsletter like this one.
Enjoy your read and I look forward to hearing any feedback. Good and Bad!

Editor: Ruth King Tel: 01327 353691 Email: rak261188@hotmail.com

GILBERT & SULLIVAN AT THE ALBERT HALL
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GILBERT & SULLIVAN AT THE ALBERT HALL (cont.)
Last May a family group of stalwart TCS singers enjoyed a very entertaining experience in
the Albert Hall singing in a Gilbert & Sullivan Gala under the baton of Brian Kay, with the
English Festival Orchestra, and in the company of several hundred G & S fans in the
Really Big Chorus. Len and Ann Holder, and daughters Alison and Katherine fortunately
knew most of the choruses that were chosen, and enjoyed being able to sing with gusto
and really enjoy ourselves! The professional soloists were excellent of course, especially
Simon Butteriss in the patter songs. Our scores were purchased from ChoraLine. G & S
Choruses, an Entirely Original Collection of 29 Favourites. Edited, with introductory notes,
by Brian Kay & Robin Wilson, and published by Novello. There were narrations before
each selection, and after the overture to The Gondoliers, we started by being the “Merriest
fellows”. We then travelled “Over the bright blue sea” and saw Sir Joseph’s barge, and the
ladies gaily tripped over everything to lightly skip to see the sailors! The Peers marched in,
and we all sang “With Strephon for your foe”. Penzance was the next port of call and maidens climbed over the rocky mountains, and watched with amusement the pirates and policemen moving “With catlike tread” we then joined in following all the tarantaras to tell of
“When the foeman bares his steel”! The second half started with the overture to Yeoman of
the Guard. The chorus travelled to Japan and the gentlemen told us who they were, and a
quartet sang “Brightly dawns our wedding day”. We all beheld “The Lord High Executioner”
and “Koko” told how he “Was taken from a county jail”. The unaccompanied chorus “Eagle
high in cloudland soaring” from Utopia was as inspiring as ever, safety in numbers, and we
all really enjoyed this one! Back to “Barataria” and the peasant girls singing “List and learn”
waiting for the Gondolieri to arrive, and after the solo “Take a pair of sparkling eyes” we all
“Danced a cachucha” with gay abandon, but watching the conductor at all times of course!
The final chorus “Once more Gondolieri” brought the evening to a close. What a brilliant
way to spend a Sunday. Unusually for Really Big Chorus events we were asked to take
character defining props, but NOT anything sharp which might injure your neighbour; replica guns; noisy rustling carrier bags; large bags which would get in everyone’s way. The
photos show our efforts!

Ann Holder

‘EVERYONE SANG’
ST LAWRENCE CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL, TOWCESTER
9th – 11th August 2013
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‘EVERYONE SANG’ (cont.)
The theme this year was ‘1000 Words – words of inspiration and hope’. Entrants had to
select a piece of poetry or prose, or a text, which could then be interpreted in a flower arrangement. We wanted to choose something which was relevant to the joy of singing , and
more especially, singing together and found this poem by Siegfried Sassoon.
EVERYONE SANG
Everyone suddenly burst out singing;
And I was filled with such delight
As prisoned birds must find in freedom,
Winging wildly across the white
Orchards and dark – green fields; on – on – and out of sight.
Everyone’s voice was suddenly lifted;
And beauty came like the setting sun:
My heart was shaken with tears; and horror
Drifted away..... O, but Everyone
Was a bird; and the song was wordless; the singing will never be done.
Siegfried Sassoon (1886 – 1967)
We chose the poem because it portrays so vividly the ability of song to free and renew.
Siegfried Sassoon was a poet of the First World War, who, as an officer in the Royal
Welch Fusiliers, witnessed unimaginable horror and chaos in the trenches. In this poem,
he describes a wonderful moment when soldiers suddenly began to sing spontaneously,
possibly in response to hearing news of the Armistice – the reason is not given. The joy
and power of the singing lifts the men out of the horror around them and frees them, like
caged birds suddenly released from their prison. Sassoon finds the moment very moving.
I think we would all agree that singing together has the wonderfully medicinal effect of enabling us to transcend the worries and cares of everyday life and lift our spirits.
Jane did a superb job of creating a large triangular flower arrangement incorporating all the
reds, oranges, yellows and pinks of the setting sun and even made a little green and white
arrangement inside a white birdcage placed beside it, depicting the new freedom of the
caged birds. (See photo).
Chris John
Jane Causebrook

Goodbye Tim
I would just like to take this opportunity to say a massive THANK YOU to Tim for all his hard work
and help with the choir. It has been very much appreciated and he will be greatly missed. His musical talents are of a very high standard. He can accompany a choir, play solo, conduct the choir and
even tries to sing soprano from time to time! (I did say tries….) I wish him all the best for the future
and hope he carries on enjoying his music.

Ruth King

Tunics
Those ladies who have in their possession a pink, blue or mauve tunic which was
part of our choir uniform in the past. This has been discussed in committee and it
has been decided that you may use or dispose of this item as you wish. A little
more room in our wardrobes!
Enid Rippon
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Music Copies
Our music copies come from two main sources - our own stock of music and the county
Library.
Our own books should have your own unique choir number inside the front cover. In the
main you will be asked to keep these copies from year to year as they are likely to be
needed again. You should have a box file which will hold some of these copies but possibly not all.
Library copies will have a stamp from a library eg Suffolk Library as Northampton source the books we need from a large area. These books may have a number inside
but they do not relate to your own unique number. It is these books that I need returned to
me after a concert. If I do not return the correct number of books, Towcester Choral Society has to pay a fine as we all do if we return books late when using our own ticket at the
library.
During the past year two books from the library have not been returned to me and we have
been very lucky in that in both cases, we have had spare copies in our own resources and I
have been able to supply the library with these as a replacement. We may not be so lucky
next time. I do keep a check list of who has copies but in the hustle and bustle after concerts, I sometimes forget to note down who has given me the copy so it is largely up to
members to make sure all required copies are returned. If this system still proves to be a
problem we may instigate a deposit system when members will be required to pay a nominal amount which will be returned at the end of the season when all books are returned.
The outstanding copies are Carols for choirs and summertime. If anyone does find that
they have these please return them to me. There will be no naming and shaming.
Enid Rippon
Librarian

Facebook
For the past few months, I have been the new editor of facebook! I have been keeping
it up to date with news about our concerts and rehearsals. I am hoping that with time it
will become of more use to the choir and will hopefully encourage newer (and maybe
younger?) people to come along and listen to us sing.
If you know of any information that you think may be of help that I could use, please
send it to me via rak261188@hotmail.com and I will post it on the page.
Take a look at the page so far by going to http://www.facebook.com/towcesterchoral
You do not have to have a Facebook page to view it.
Ruth King

Everyone can sing Workshop
Dan Evans presents this remarkable workshop; as a young boy Dan was told he could not sing and
he has now proved them wrong! He has created an enjoyable and highly participatory voice workshop where students are encouraged to find their own voice, even if they don’t believe they have
one!
Milton Keynes Theatre.
Saturday 12th October. 11:30am—6:00pm. £50.
Book via
http://www.atgtickets.com/shows/everyone-can-sing-workshop/milton-keynes-theatre/

Ruth King
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SUPPLEMENTING OUR INCOME
Firstly, many thanks to all choir members who have helped raise extra funds in the last few months,
either by helping out at events, or contributing some of their hard-earned cash. We’re still trying to stick
to the principle of not asking choir members to keep putting their hands in their pockets, but we’re very
conscious of the fact that members are very generous, both of their time and their money. So thank
you all. Everything raised is put towards new equipment and new music to support and enhance the
work of the choir, with occasional charitable donations (e.g. money raised at Christmas time through
carol singing was donated to Towcester Food Bank).
Following a very jolly Quiz Night and fish and chip supper back in March at Towcester Rugby Club –
very well supported both in ticket sales and raffle, we then went ahead with a Cream Teas afternoon
on June 12th in the Chantry House. You can see a ‘food and drink’ pattern emerging here! A large number of scones and cakes were consumed, washed down by gallons of tea. Again this event was well
attended and it was a very pleasant afternoon. We had hoped to sit outside but, unfortunately, the
weather was not too cooperative that afternoon. Cynthia did an amazing job as ever, organising everything so well, supported by a willing band of helpers.
The annual choir barbecue went ahead on July 21st in the beautiful setting of choir president Mary
Rice’s garden. Despite the wonderful weather, there was quite a small attendance, though those who
did come along had a very good time. Many thanks to Mary as usual, for her hospitality.
Our next venture will take place in the autumn. We’ll be doing another ‘Soup and Puds’ lunch at the
Methodist Hall, Brackley Road, so do come along and join us on Saturday, November 9th. There will be
a fine array of home-made soups and some fabulous puddings on the menu, so bring your friends too.
On Saturday, November 23rd there will be a table-top sale in Towcester Town Hall. We’ve booked a
table on behalf of T.C.S. and will be selling items donated by choir members and their friends. These
will be mainly craft items – of a very wide variety. If you can knit, crochet, sew,(e.g. lavender bags
etc.) carve, make small things from wood or metal, lace-make, do patchwork or quilting, draw, paint,
whittle or anything art/craft related and would be willing to make a small item or items for our stall, we
would be very, very grateful. This sale is, of course, taking place just before Christmas, so maybe you
have some great ‘stocking filler’ ideas – nothing expensive. Chris, Gillian or Jane will be happy to receive anything you care to donate at any rehearsal. So get out that pokerwork kit and crack on! Fun for
those dark winter evenings.
In happy anticipation......... Chris John (Coordinator Fundraising Group)
* Incidentally, if you would like to join the fundraising group please let us know – we would be delighted
to welcome some new members! Alternatively, if you’ve got a cracking idea for a fundraising event or
activity we’d be very happy to hear it. Contact Chris, Jane, Gillian (sops) or Alan (tenors) with your
idea.
* Barbara (altos) has done a huge amount this year for the fundraising group but is going to take a well
-earned sabbatical for a while. So – many thanks, Barbara – and be back soon!
* For details of all the money raised through fundraising, donations to charity etc., please refer to
John’s accounts issued at the A.G.M.

VELVET BRASS
VELVET BRASS will be holding a concert in St Lawrence Church, Towcester on Friday 18th October at 7:30pm. Enjoy an evening of
brass band classics, contemporary hits and jazz.
For tickets and information, please Email: muggers@mac.com or
phone Keith on 07803507142
Adults £6 Concessions £4
Also featuring a brass ensemble from Sponne School.

All proceeds are in aid of "Scope"
Royston King
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It’s show time!
Saturday 19th October, 7:30pm
The Northampton Concert Orchestra and local singers, ‘Musicality’, return to Abington
Avenue United Reformed Church in Northampton this month with a new programme of
music and songs from stage and screen.
The evening opens with a fanfare of sound by the orchestra with the Light Cavalry Overture by Suppe and continues with selections of music from The Student Prince (Romberg),
Kismet (Borrodin arr. Forrest & Wright), Aspects of Love (Lloyd Webber), and The King
and I (Rogers & Hammerstein) together other well known melodies. ‘Musicality’ (formerly
known as ‘A La Carte’) bring their own distinctive melodic sound to popular songs from the
shows and the programme ends with a selection of Rogers & Hammerstein hits with the
combined Orchestra and Singers.
Tickets, priced £6, may be purchased in advance from St Giles Music, 16 St Giles Terrace, Northampton and will be available at the door on the evening of the performance.
Mary Brown

Towcester Choral Society and the Internet
This is an update on our web site and the online fundraising that has taken place.
Newer members may not be aware that our society has its own web site which can
be found at: http://www.towcesterchoralsociety.org.uk.
Fundraising: Do you purchase anything via the Internet? If you do then you can
help us with our fundraising. Instead of shopping direct with your chosen supplier,
you can go to them via http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/towcestercs.
This selects Towcester Choral Society as your preferred 'cause'. You must register
as supporting TCS and then we will receive a cash-back as a result of your purchase. There are some 2000+ online shops who are registered with
'Easyfundraising'. It seems that the most popular for our members are ‘John
Lewis’, 'Amazon', and ‘Ebay’.
Tell your friends too, anyone who buys on the internet can choose 'Towcester Choral Society' as their cause. Why not add http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
towcestercs to your favourites NOW. Don’t forget you must register with
‘Easyfundraising’ first and then log on to the site before going shopping to ensure
we get the cash. Why not change your search engine too and help TCS?
Go to http://towcestercs.easysearch.org.uk/ and save the entry and use it instead of 'Google' or any other search engine.
Although more than 50 members have internet access only 24 have registered
with Easyfundraising so far and hopefully all buying or at least searching?
Activity is assessed on a 3 monthly basis and I expect to see an extra income in
excess of £33 at the end of November.
Keep buying and even if you are not buying please keep searching with
Easysearch.
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
First of all, I’d like to welcome Ruth King to the post of newsletter editor. I hope she
enjoys her role and that you will support her by submitting lots of interesting material. I look forward to seeing what approach she will take.
I hope you are all enjoying another fun-packed season. Before looking at the delights in store for us, I’d like to reflect on what I thought were the highlights of last
season. The triumph of the Tuesday performance of our June concert in the Town
Hall still thrills. We went to a lot of trouble to adorn, not only ourselves, but the hall,
and both looked splendid. I cannot remember our ever having sang better during
the thirteen years of my membership. The fizzy wine and the brass band helped
too, and both performers and audience enjoyed the evening immensely. It certainly
had the ‘Wow!’ factor. What a pity that we couldn’t rise to the same heights on the
Friday, but it just shows what we can do when we put our minds to it.
The other performance that sticks in my mind is the Easter concert in St. Lawrence’s Church, when the children from Nicholas Hawksmoor School delighted us
with their props and their singing. I won’t say they stole the show, because we
were pretty good, too, but they certainly added an extra appeal. We must work with
them again.
You will have already realised that the centrepiece of our Christmas concert this
year will be Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols. This piece is delightful in itself,
but to make it even more special, we hope we will be joined by a harpist. I can
hardly wait. Our out of town performance is planned to take place in St. Nicholas’
Church, Potterspury. We sang a Spring concert there several years ago and attracted a decent audience.
Easter will see us taking part in another joint venture – this time, with Northampton
Concert Orchestra. This means we will be venturing to Abington Avenue Methodist
Church, Northampton, which should prove a good venue. I hope we will attract a
larger audience that on our last trip to Northampton, but that shouldn’t be too difficult as the orchestra has a loyal following of its own. Unfortunately, St. Lawrence’s
can’t accommodate both choir and orchestra, so we will be performing without them
in Towcester. It’s a shame, but can’t be helped.
The June concerts are still in the very early stages of planning, but you can be confident that they will stimulate and entertain in almost equal measure, not to mention
providing some headaches for the committee as we try to find ways of putting
Helen’s staging ideas into practice. Just as well we enjoy a challenge. I’ll let you
have more information in the next newsletter.
Please don’t forget that if you have anything to raise with us, you can put a note in
the suggestion box and committee members will be available to talk to before each
rehearsal. They’ll all be wearing a name badge. That’s your lot for now.
Have a good season.

Margaret Hawkins
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Wise words from our Musical Director
Welcome back everybody, it's a real pleasure to see and hear you all again after the Summer
Break. It's great to see you all looking and sounding refreshed after a good holiday. Sometimes we
can feel a little rusty getting back into the swing of things but the rest certainly does our minds and
voices the world of good. This aspect of vocal health is something that can quite easily be overlooked
when we're constantly striving to sing our best. As I mentioned at the beginning of our term, I need to
remind us to have a moment's stretch and relax in-between working in our rehearsals, pretty much like
the computer breaks that are advised now.
So if you are feeling vocally tired in the session or indeed in the week the best thing you can possibly
do is rest. Coming from a chatterbox it's not the easiest thing in the world to suggest or indeed advice
to take at times, but if you are indeed suffering from vocal fatigue, complete vocal rest is the quickest
way to recovery. Please don't be tempted to try whispering if you're suffering, whispering only dries
out the vocal cords more and exacerbates the problem. By all means, drink plenty of fluid and try
steaming which is the best way to lubricate the vocal cords. If you find
yourself feeling like the winter bugs are coming your way, top up with Vitamin C, Zinc and Potassium
to boost your immune system and keep those crippling
carol-crushing colds at bay!

Helen Swift

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2013/2014 Season
Monday 2nd December Dress rehearsal, St, Nicholas’ Church, Potterspury
Tuesday 3rd December Concert. St. Nicholas’ Church,
Potterspury
Monday 9th December Dress rehearsal, Town Hall, Towcester
Tuesday 10th December Concert, Town Hall, Towcester
Friday 13th December Concert, Town Hall, Towcester
Tuesday 8th April Dress rehearsal
Palm Sunday 13th April Concert at 7.30 pm

TOWCESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2013-2014
Post

Post Holder

Telephone

E-mail

Chairman

Margaret Hawkins

01604 751454

margaret.hawkins6@btinternet.com

Secretary

Ann Ward

01327 860165

itinerantlady@aol.com

Treasurer

John Maleham

01327 860558

j.maleham@btinternet.com

Stage Manager

David Coppock

01604 859645

david.coppock@tesco.net

Publicity Officer

John Pike

01327 860742

pike_jh@hotmail.com

Librarian

Enid Rippon

01327 353314

kcrippon@btinternet.com

Social Secretary Chris John

01327 352332

chris.john@talk21.com

IT Manager

01327 353691

g8chk@yahoo.co.uk

Royston King
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REFLECTIONS ON CHRISTMAS CONCERTS PAST
Browsing through the choir’s archives, I came across a programme for our Christmas concert
from 1988, that is, 25 years ago. Both the format and the content were familiar, with lots of angels and shepherds, but also a significant number of animals. There was a very personal contribution from an unfortunate boar, whose head forms part of the feast in The Boar’s Head
Carol. Also on the programme were a couple of donkeys. Jose – the temporary reindeer, is a
tale for children about a donkey who is pressed into service when Blitzen throws a shoe. I have
never heard this work and it seems to have sunk into obscurity, which may be just as well. Little
donkey is much better known. In spite of, or maybe because of, its sentimentality, the song has
been recorded several times, with versions by the Beverley Sisters, Gracie Fields, Nina & Frederick, Vera Lynn and Patti Page, who clearly liked animals as she also recorded How much is
that doggie in the window?
Our four-footed friends have featured rather less in our programmes since then, although Rudolph had made a recent appearance, or at least his Latin cousin has. We also had a reading
about some friendly beasts a couple of years ago. But we have to go back seventy years to find
what must surely rank as the most nauseating of animal contributions to our programme – a
poem by Nora M. Holland entitled Little Dog Angel, which Lady Bracknell might have described
as being ‘of almost revolting sentimentality’. The words are as follows:
High up in the courts of Heaven today
A little dog angel waits.
With the other angels he will not play,
But sits alone at the gates.
‘For I know that my master will come’, says he,
‘And when he comes he will call for me.’
He sees the spirits that pass him by
As they hurry to the throne,
And he watches them with wistful eye
As he sits at the gates alone.
‘For I know my master will come for me
If only I just wait patiently.’
And his master, far on the earth below,
As he sits in his easy chair,
Forgets sometimes, and he whistles low
For the dog that is not there.
And the little dog angel cocks his ears
And dreams that his master’s call he hears.
And I know, when at last his master waits,
Outside in the dark and cold,
For the hand of death to open the gates
That lead to the courts of gold,
The Little Dog Angel’s eager bark
Will comfort his soul in the shivering dark.
I do hope that the Little Dog Angel’s long wait is over – not just for his sake, but for ours. Whoever wants to listen to such mawkish drivel? I know there was a war on, but that’s no excuse.
Helen would never put such rubbish in the programme. Would she? Surely not. Oh no –
please tell me you’re joking! Aaargh!

Margaret Hawkins
wearing her Archivist’s hat
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